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Trayvon Is Looking
Down On Us And
Saying, ‘Thank You’

Photograph courtesy of Freddie Allen

Tracy Martin (left) and Sybrina Fulton, the parents of slain
Florida teenager Trayvon Martin, address the media during
the National Action Network Convention last week.

BY FREDDIE ALLEN
NNPA WASHINGTON
CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON (NNPA) –
It was a telephone call that Tracy
Martin, father of the 17-year-old
African American killed in
Sanford, Fla. by neighborhood
watch
captain
George
Zimmerman, worried that he
would never receive.
Forty-five days after an
unarmed Trayvon Martin had
been killed while walking back
to a home he was visiting after
purchasing a bag of Skittles and
a can of Arizona iced tea,
Special Prosecutor Angela
Corey called to notify Trayvon’s
parents that Zimmerman had
finally been arrested and
charged with second-degree
murder.
“I was very emotional when
I got the call from Ms. Corey,”
Tracy Martin recounted. “I feel
like Trayvon is looking down on
us and saying, ‘Thank you,
dad.’”
Martin reflected on that
telephone call when he was
interviewed earlier by Al
Sharpton. The civil rights leader
played that video tape Saturday,
the last day of his National
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Action Network convention in
the nation’s capital.
When asked what she wants
others to take away from the
case, Trayvon’s mother, Sybrina
Fulton, replied, “I hope that they
remember that he was an
unarmed teen, he was minor
shot and killed by an adult, and
that his parents fought to make
sure justice was served. I hope
that this doesn’t happen to any
other child or adult. I hope that
this brings people together.”
Although delegates at the
convention connected with
Trayvon’s parents Saturday by
videotape – they appeared in
person earlier in the convention
– two other women who lost
relatives to violence were
present at the session on Howard
University’s campus.
Nicole Paultre Bell’s fiancee
was gunned down in 2006 by
plainclothes police officers in
New York City hours before
they were supposed to take get
married. The officers fired 50
times at Sean Bell and two of
friends who were injured. Three
officers were charged with
manslaughter but acquitted.

TRAYVON

continued on pg. 8

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - To sit
down and talk about your legal
concerns is what the “Southside
Lawyer” Attorney James E.
Flynn, Jr., wants to do with all
potential clients. You can drop by
his recently opened office located
at 5501 Central Avenue, or he is
even willing to make home visits.
Flynn is the founding partner
of The Flynn Law Firm, where he
practices litigation of civil and
criminal matters. Several areas of
practice include auto accidents,
wrongful deaths, slip and fall,
DUI, misdemeanors and felonies.
He is targeting the citizens
who live in South St. Petersburg
because it is a viable market that
appears underrepresented and
will most likely use and benefit
from much needed legal services.
That’s how Flynn became known
as the “Southside Lawyer.”
“I have pride in saying I’m
‘Your Southside Lawyer,’ and the
firm is dedicated to serving the
citizens of South St. Petersburg,”
Flynn said during a recent
interview with The Weekly
Challenger. “It changes the perception of the citizens in St.
Petersburg and shows that they
are special too,” he added.
Since moving to Florida
about six-years ago, Flynn has
practiced product liability, construction defect and plaintiff’s
subrogation at a nationally recognized law firm in Tampa. He also
worked as an assistant State
Attorney in Pinellas County.
“I opened my office at the
beginning of this year,” Flynn
stated. “I originally came here
with nothing but a degree and my

wife, Danielle, who is a school
teacher. I worked for the prosecutor’s office for a while, then
another law firm that represented
insurance companies all over the
world. I always had the itch
for ownership, and what is
happening now represents the
evolution of my practice.”
According to Flynn, he is
currently running commercials
advertising his law firm on eight
different channels in the Tampa
Bay Area, and is currently
reaching 126,000 households in
Pinellas County.
“I can finally become like
one of the major prolific legal
advertisers in the area and do
some television commercials,
too. Once upon a time we didn’t
have a choice. As African
Americans we couldn’t get a job
in other communities. Now there
is no real bar to our advancement.
We no longer have to work for
the other big law firms. We can
now be the employer, and
hopefully I’m showing people
that,” Flynn stated.
Even though Flynn represents high profile clients such as
former WWE superstar Maven
Huffman, he still has time to personally handle every client.
“If you call you speak
directly to me,” Flynn said.
“That’s the special part of my
practice. I am happy to come and
sit down and talk with anyone.
This is my blessing and I feel
good about what I’m doing, especially with my extended family –
the community.”
“I will make house calls,”
Flynn stated, “because I want to
meet more of the people in the
community. My practice is for
the people. I didn’t hold an open
house when I first opened my

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA
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Attorney James E. Flynn, Jr.

practice because I didn’t want
just corporate types attending.
But I do want to treat everyone
like a corporate client, the way
I’d want to be treated.”
Flynn wants to get the word
out that anyone can call him 24
hours a day, seven days a week
and he will be happy to speak
with them for free.
“I will help them even if their
legal concern is not my field. I’ll
consult with other attorneys in
the area and work to ensure that
citizens have access to good legal
representation. I was taught that
if you do what you’re good at the

money will come.”
Flynn was born and raised in
Savannah, Ga. His mother is a
retired educator and his father a
retired business man. He
graduated from the Benedictine
Military High School and
received his Bachelor of Arts
degree in English Literature and
a minor in Political Science from
Georgia Southern University.
His Juris Doctorate is from John
Marshall Law School in Atlanta.
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BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - After
many years of teaching science,
serving in the military and
pasturing a church, Pastor
Clarence Welch has authored a
children’s book titled “My
Friend the Lizzard.”
Welch, the senior pastor of
Prayer Tower Church of God in
Christ, has served in this church
since 1984. According to him,
this is the first and last pastor
assignment for him.
During his experience as a
pastor he has seen many changes
occur within the church as well
as in the community, but he is
especially pleased at this time to
see young people beginning to
return to the church, after living

a more worldly life outside of it.
“My best experience of
being the senior pastor of Prayer
To w e r i s w i t n e s s i n g t h i s
dynamic youth ministry that has
been operating at the church for
the past five years,” Welch said.
“Most of the youth who have
participated in this ministry
finished high school and have
gone on to college. Now most
are returning to the church after
being in the world. To see how
peoples’ lives have changed and
seeing that they have found out
what life is really about makes
me happy.”
Welch was born in St.
Petersburg and grew up in a
home located on 37th Street
South. He recalls fondly how the
neighbors looked after each
other. His parents, Gussie and
Flagman Welch (both deceased)

impressed upon him and his
siblings the importance of work.
Welch has one deceased sister –
Glennette and brothers’ David
and Johnny.
He attended a private
k i n d e rg a r t e n u n d e r S i s t e r
McCrae and Sister Wheelers’
tutelage, and then Jordan
Elementary and Gibbs High
School. He smiles when he
remembers how he met his wife
Marilyn while at Gibbs when he
noticed her running across the
gym floor and said, “That’s my
girl.”
After high school, Welch
attended Florida A&M
University in Tallahassee, where
he earned a Bachelor of Science
in Earth and Life Science, and a
minor in chemistry. He started
working on a masters degree
t h r o u g h t h e N e w Yo r k

Pastor and Mrs. Welch

University System, and states
that he is finished as far as he is
concerned.

WELCH
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TO YOUR HEALTH
Blacks Have Trouble Clearing
Cervical Cancer Virus

BY MARILYNN
MARCHIONE
AP CHIEF MEDICAL
WRITER

CHICAGO (AP) Provocative new research
might help explain why black
women are so much more
likely than whites to develop
and die from cervical cancer:
They seem to have more
trouble clearing HPV, the virus
that causes the disease.
Doctors have long thought
that less access to screening
and follow-up health care were
the reasons black women are
40 percent more likely to
develop cervical cancer and
twice as likely to die from it.
The new study involving
young college women
suggests there might be a biological explanation for the
racial disparity, too.
If further study confirms
this novel finding, it would
make the HPV vaccine even
more important for black
w o m e n , s a i d Wo r t a
McCaskill-Stevens, a prevention specialist at the National
Cancer Institute. The vaccine
is recommended for all girls
starting at age 11.
Certain strains of HPV, the
human papillomavirus, cause
cervical cancer, but brief
infections are very common in
young women. They usually

go away on their own within a
year or so and only pose a
cancer risk when they last
long-term.
Researchers at the
University of South Carolina
in Columbia studied 326 white
and 113 black students taking
part in a wider federal health
study. All were given Pap tests
- lab exams of cells scraped
from the cervix - and HPV
tests e ve ry s i x m o n t h s
throughout th ei r y ears i n
school.
Although the groups were
similar in how many new HPV
infections were detected and
risk factors such as how many
sex partners they had, doctors
saw striking differences in
how long their infections
lasted.
At any checkup, blacks
were 1.5 times more likely to
test positive for infection with
one of the HPV strains that
raise cancer risk, said study
leader Kim Creek.
“The African American
women weren’t clearing the
virus as fast. They were
actually holding onto it about
six months longer,” for 18
months versus 12 months for
whites, he said.
Ten percent of blacks had
abnormal Pap tests versus 6
percent of whites.
Two years after initial
infections were found, 56

DISTRIBUTED BY
HEALTHY LIVING NEWS

About 4,200 deaths
from cervical cancer
occur each year.

percent of black women were
still infected but only 24
percent of whites remained
infected.
“We have known there are
genetic differences between
the races,” and it’s possible
that a gene from certain ancestries such as African might
play a role in the ability to
clear an HPV infection, she
said.
Cervical cancer has
declined dramatically in the
United States because of Pap
tests, which are recommended
every three years for women
21 to 65.
About 12,000 new cases
and 4,200 deaths from cervical
cancer occur each year in the
United States, mostly in
women who have never been
screened or not in the past five
years.
Paps cost $15 to $60; HPV
tests run $50 to $100.

Health Risks For
African Americans

DISTRIBUTED BY
HEALTHY LIVING NEWS
Dear Dr. Eva,

I have a question on African
American health issues and their
causes. I knew about the higher
risk of diabetes, but lately I’ve
heard there are higher rates of
cancer as well. Is it all genetic?
BJ, Baltimore

Dear BJ,
The average lifespan of
African Americans is five years
shorter than the lifespan of white
Americans. There are multiple
causes for this, including
lifestyle, genetics, lack of health
insurance, lack of access to
medical care, cultural beliefs
about health, and perhaps lower
quality of medical care when it is
received.
Increased rates of some
diseases also contribute to the
decreased lifespan. Most (but not
all) of these diseases are related
more to lifestyle factors than to
genetics. The key lifestyle
factors that affect longevity are
smoking, high-fat and highcalorie foods, sedentary (couch
potato) lifestyle, lack of exercise,
alcohol use, and smoking.
It’s important to keep in
mind that while these lifestyle
patterns are common in African
Americans as a group, there are
many African Americans who
focus on their health and avoid
negative health behaviors. There
is also a correlation between
negative health behaviors and

income: lower income people
from all ethnic groups tend to
have more negative health
habits.
Certain diseases have been
known for many years to occur
more often among African
Americans. The most common
are obesity (overweight), hypertension (high blood pressure)
and diabetes, and the conditions
that result from them.
Undiagnosed, untreated or
inadequately treated high blood
pressure leads to heart attacks
and strokes. Uncontrolled
diabetes leads to kidney failure
resulting in the need for dialysis,
vision loss with eventual
blindness, and circulation
problems that can lead to loss of
toes or feet.
Diabetes, like high blood
pressure, leads to strokes and
heart attacks. People who have
both high blood pressure and
diabetes have five times the risk
of heart attacks and strokes than
those who don’t have either
condition.
HIV and syphilis, sexually
transmitted diseases which can
lead to illness and death, are
more common among African
Americans.
Sickle cell, a rare but very
serious and life-shortening
disease, is caused by a gene that
occurs mainly in people from
sub-Saharan Africa where
malaria is common, and their
descendents. This damaging
gene was carried on in the population because for two reasons:
It was more recently discovered that African Americans also

Obamacare Now Protects
50,000 Americans With
Pre-existing Conditions

There is a correlation
between negative health
behaviors and income.

have higher rates of some
cancers, including prostate,
colon and cervical cancer. They
also have a higher death rate
from these cancers, even when
cancer is diagnosed at the same
stage as whites.
If you would like to live
longer:
- Stop smoking.
- Limit alcohol use to no
more than one drink a day for
women and two drinks a day for
men and drink this amount no
more than four days a week.
- Increase exercise. For most
people, brisk walking is the most
convenient (and inexpensive)
exercise. Build up to 40 minutes
three times a week.
- Get health screenings,
including blood sugar, blood
pressure and cholesterol checks
on the schedule recommended
for your age
- Get cancer screenings,
including (for women) Pap
smears every other year and
mammograms every year after
age 50, and colonoscopies for
everyone after age 50. Breast,
colon or cervical cancer found in
early stages is often curable.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The new health care law’s PreExisting Condition Insurance Plan
(PCIP) program is providing
insurance to 50,000 people with
pre-existing conditions. According
to a new report, PCIP is helping to
fill a void in the insurance market
for people with pre-existing conditions who are denied health
coverage.
“For too long, Americans with
pre-existing conditions were
locked out of the health care
system and their health suffered,”
said HHS Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius. “Thanks to health
reform, our most vulnerable
Americans across the country have
the care they need.”
Under the Affordable Care
Act, or Obamacare, in 2014,
insurers will be prohibited from
denying coverage to any American
with a pre-existing condition. Until
then, the PCIP program will
provide affordable insurance
coverage.
PCIP is helping individuals
like:
Gail O’Brien of New
Hampshire who is now getting
he l p w i t h n o n - H o d g k i n ’s
lymphoma treatments and is
responding very well. Or James

President Obama signing health care bill in 2010.

Howard of Texas, who is grateful
for the coverage the PCIP program
is providing to treat cancer and
says that without it, he would not
have been able to continue
receiving care.
In many cases, PCIP participants have been diagnosed with
serious health care conditions such
as HIV/AIDS, cancer, heart
disease, bone diseases and hemophilia. Under the new law, PCIP
enrollees are receiving health
services for their conditions on the
first day their insurance coverage
begins.
People who enroll in the PCIP
program are not charged a higher
premium because of their medical
condition. Program participants
pay comparable premium rates to
healthy people. By law, premiums

may vary only on the basis of age,
geographic area and tobacco use.
PCIP provides coverage,
including primary and specialty
care, hospital care, prescription
drugs, home health and hospice
care, nursing care, preventive
health and maternity care. The
program is available to U.S.
citizens and legal residents (regardless of income) who have been
without insurance coverage for at
least six months, and have a preexisting condition, or have been
denied insurance coverage because
of a health condition.
For more information,
including eligibility, plan benefits
and rates, as well as information on
how to apply, visit www.pcip.gov.
Or call toll-free 1-866-717-5826
(TTY 1-866-561-1604).

Beyond Drowsy, Too Little Sleep
Ups Diabetes Risk

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
AP MEDICAL WRITER

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Nodding off behind the wheel is
not the only threat from a lack of
sleep. Evidence is growing that
people who regularly sleep too
little and at the wrong time suffer
long-lasting consequences that a
nap will not cure: increased risk of
diabetes, heart disease and other
health problems.
“We have a societal conspiracy for sleep deprivation,’’ says
Russell Sanna of Harvard Medical
School’s sleep medicine division,
who attended a TEDMED conference last week where scientists
called sleep loss one of health
care’s big challenges.
Studies have long shown that
people who sleep fewer than five
hours a night have an increased
risk of developing Type 2
diabetes, the kind that tends to
strike later in life.
Diet and physical activity are
big factors in Type 2 diabetes.
Certainly it is harder to work out
or choose an apple over a
doughnut when you’re tired, especially at 3 a.m. when your body’s
internal clock knows you should

be sleeping.
A study published last week,
however, shows sleep plays a
more complex role than that. As
sleep drops and normal biological
rhythms are disrupted, a person’s
body physically changes in ways
that can help set the stage for
diabetes, reports neuroscientist
O r f e u B u x t o n o f B o s t o n ’s
Brigham and Women’s Hospital.
Buxton’s team had 21 healthy
volunteers spend almost six
weeks living in a laboratory where
their diet, physical activity, sleep
and even the light was strictly
controlled.
The volunteers started out
well-rested. But for three of those
weeks, they were allowed only
about 51/2 hours of sleep every 24
hours — at varying times of the
day or night, to mimic a bad shift
rotation or prolonged jet lag. That
knocked out of whack the body’s
“circadian rhythm,’’ a master biological clock that regulates such
patterns as when a person
becomes sleepy or how body temperature rises and falls.
What happened was startling:
Blood sugar levels increased after
meals, sometimes to pre-diabetic
levels, because the pancreas

Sleep loss is one of health
care’s big challenges.

stopped secreting enough insulin,
Buxton reported in the journal
Science Translational Medicine.
At the same time, the volunteers’ metabolic rate slowed by 8
percent. The researchers had them
on a diet so they did not gain
weight, but Buxton says typically,
a metabolism drop of that size
could mean gaining 10 to 12
pounds over a year.
The results make sense, says
Dr. Michael Thorpy, sleep center
director at New York’s Montefiore
Medical Center and a neurology
professor at Albert Einstein
College of Medicine.
“If we’re going to spend a
third of our day sleeping, there’s
got to be a good reason for it,’’
says Thorpy.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Trayvon Martin:
A Victim Of Institutional Racism

BY LENICE C. EMANUEL
CEO, YWCA TAMPA BAY

ST. PETERSBURG — On
Feb. 26, in Sanford, FL, Trayvon
Martin, a black teenager, is
believed to have been killed
because of racial profiling. It is of
little significance that the alleged
perpetrator, George Zimmerman,
considers himself a minority.
It does, however, poignantly
underscore the powerful and
systemic implications of institutional racism, defined by William
McPherson as “the collective
failure of an organization to
provide an appropriate and professional service to people
because of their color, culture or
ethnic origin.”
For example, Florida’s
“Stand Your Ground” law, established in 2005, reflects the type of
statute that fuels institutional
racism because its application can
be based on factors that reinforce
negative stereotypes.
Racial profiling, all too often,
leads to negative actions against
its target. The “Stand Your

Ground” law exacerbates conditions that minimize the value and
rights of marginalized groups and
individuals, and can serve as a
license to kill given an individual’s racial biases and stereotypes.
In retrospect, Zimmerman’s
reported behavior is indicative of
an often-unyielding need of those
who see themselves as superior to
assume psychological postures
consistent with that perceived
superiority.
Adherence to this type of
thinking becomes ingrained in
the human psyche, leading to
behavior that is often inhumane.
Be it a physical manifestation, as
in the case of Trayvon Martin,
or the incessant psychological
assaults endured by people of
color. Countless people living as
“black” in America suffer such
offenses each day as a matter of
course.
Y W C A Ta m p a B a y ’s
mission of eliminating racism
remains critical as hate groups
and hate crimes continue to
flourish in the United States.
According to the Southern

Poverty Law Center, there are
1,002 known hate groups across
the country, 55 of which operate
in the state of Florida.
Our organization works daily
to combat racism, through the
delivery of our anti-bias curriculum, which is taught in our
preschool centers to over 300
children annually, and our
advocacy efforts, such as our
April 27 Stand Against Racism,
an annual event that aims to
eliminate racism by increasing
awareness.
People of all ethnicities and
backgrounds should speak out
against racial injustice and join
with the YWCA in its mission
of promoting peace, justice,
freedom and dignity for all.
Please join us for the 2012
Stand Against Racism event,
“Standing Our Ground Against
Racism” Friday, April 27 from 67:30 p.m. The event takes place
at the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum
located at 2240 9th Ave. S. in St.
Petersburg.
For more information, please

Courtesy of

Friday & Saturday, April 20 - 21 – Health Summit 2012.
Collaborative event led by the St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP. The event will be held at Bethel Community
Church located at 2901 54th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
Registration at 7:30 a.m., and the day’s activities will begin
promptly at 9 a.m. A Continental Breakfast will be
provided to the participants.
Lenice C. Emanuel

call 727-896-4629.
Lenice C. Emanuel is the
CEO of YWCA Tampa Bay. She
has 19 years of leadership in
nonprofit management, government, fund-development, and
community relations and holds a
Master of Liberal Arts in
Leadership and Ethics from
Spring Hill College and a
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology
from Auburn University at
Montgomery, AL.

LET’S TALK LAW
BY JACQLYN F. BRYANT, ESQ.
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

These days, we spend the
majority of our lives driving,
commuting, and riding back
and forth on the roadways.
Rarely do we ever consider the
amount of insurance protection
we carry on our most valuable
cargo - ourselves and our loved
ones.
We see the commercials
everyday. One company claims
“you’re in good hands.” The
other company’s slogan is “like
a g o od neighbor, the y’re
always there,” and every other
company promises to save you
money, right?
But at the end of the day,
will you be covered in your
time of need? Probably not!
Most of the coverage we carry
covers others if we harm them

Are You Covered?

or damage their property; yet,
we usually do not carry
anything to protect ourselves.
As you may know, Florida
is a No-Fault State which
means you are entitled to
Personal Injury Protection
(PIP) benefits, no matter who
causes the accident. Essentially,
if you own a motor vehicle in
the State of Florida you must
carry $10,000 of PIP coverage
and a minimum of $10,000 of
property liability coverage.
PIP is designed to reduce
the need for you or me to have
to sue to be reimbursed for our
medical expenses as a result of
an auto accident. PIP generally
pays 80 percent of your
medic al expe n s es an d 6 0
percent of lost wages as a result

of the accident (with other
certain limitations that I will
write about in a future issue).*
So what do you do when
the $10,000.00 isn’t nearly
enough to compensate you
for your medical bills, lost
wages, and future expenses;
and the person at-fault for your
loss has no coverage to make
you whole again? You need
uninsured/underinsured
motorist (UM/UIM) coverage!
UM Insurance pays you for
medical expenses and lost
wages (beyond your PIP
co v erag e), b o d i l y i n j u ry,
sickness, disease or death as a
result of a car accident that you
and your passengers are
i n v o l v ed i n . T h i s ap p l i es
whether you are riding in your

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

own car, someone else’s car, or
even if you are hit by a car as a
pedestrian. UM Insurance also
applies in a hit-and run!
When it comes to protecting yourself and your family,
why cut corners? Get informed
and get covered!
If you would like to know
more about this topic or you have
a question you would like for me
to write about, please email me at
Jacqlyn.Esq@gmail.com.
I would love to hear from you!
*Florida’s Personal Injury
P ro te c t i o n l a w s a r e s e t t o
drastically change, effective
January 1, 2013. It is important
that you know your rights. I
plan to share with you the new
changes in a future column.

Wednesday, May 2 - African Midwife Visits St. Pete.
Sierra Leone has the highest infant and maternal mortality
rate in the world. Nurse Midwife Mary Karoma has
delivered over 3000 babies there and never lost a single
mom or baby. As Director of the All African People’s
Development & Empowerment Project in that West African
country, Nurse Mary is training midwives and has established a birth clinic along with 4 community vegetable
farms and a vocational institute. See and hear her inspirational story starting at 6:30 p.m. 1000 Central Ave. St.
Petersburg. africasfuturetour.wordpress.com 727-6839949. Free to the public.
Ongoing - Enroll now! Summer Peace Camp at Happy
Workers Learning Center, Inc., 920 19th St S, St. Petersburg.
Call: 727-894-5337. Starts June 11 for 10 weeks. 6:30 a.m. –
5 p.m. daily. Free T shirt! Fun planned activities indoors and
outdoors to encourage health, education, the arts, recreation
and tenacity of spirit! Weekly field trips, too. Breakfast, lunch
and afternoon snack daily. CCC accepted. Free slots for 23
children if parents are eligible and meet financial criteria.
Current - Bright House Networks Volunteer Youth Awards
honors local high school students who contribute to their
community. 20 students will be selected to win a laptop
computer. Students, grades 9-12 with a minimum of a 2.5
GPA and 50 volunteer hours may qualify. You can go to
www.brighthouse.com/community for an application.
Ongoing — Can you spare just two hours a week to help
senior in need? Neighborly Care Network needs volunteer
drivers to help deliver Meals on Wheels to the frail and
homebound. For more information about volunteer opportunities, please call 727-573-9444, ext 291

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

NOTICE OF BID – ATTENTION ALL SUBCONTRACTORS
INCLUDING DBE, MBE, WBE, DISABLED VETERANS,
SECTION 3, PINELLAS COUNTY AND GREATER TAMPA
AREA SUBCONTRACTORS & SUPPLIERS
BROOKS & FREUND, LLC will be accepting bids for the construction of the
“Pinellas Heights Senior Apartments” in Largo, FL. Subcontractor bids are due by
2:00 pm on May 16, 2012. Certified DBE, MBE, WBE, Disabled Vets, Section 3,
Pinellas County and Greater Tampa area Subcontractors and Suppliers are encouraged to participate. The project consists of one 4-story 153-unit senior apartment
complex and all related site improvements and accessory structures. Non-mandatory
pre-bid meetings for Subcontractors will be held on May 1st at 1:00 pm and 3:00 pm
at the Pinellas County Housing Authority office located at 11479 Ulmerton Road in
Largo, FL 33778. To obtain a link to download the bidding documents please email
a request with your company information including Contact Person, Address, Phone
Number, Fax Number, and Email Address to mike@brooksandfreund.com. Plans
will also be available for viewing at the Housing Authority office and also at the
office of Brooks & Freund located at 5661 Independence Circle, Suite 1, Fort Myers,
FL 33912. Bidding documents will be available beginning April 24th.
For more information, please send all inquiries or requests to bid to
Mike Brooks – Estimator. Phone: 239-939-5251 Fax: 239-939-5117. This project
is subject to Davis-Bacon (certified payroll) and Section 3 contract provisions.

General Admission: $20 • VIP: $30
Children’s tickets available at the door only.

CLASSIFIED
Move into a 2nd floor unit and receive a $100 Bonus !

PERSONAL ASSISTANT IS URGENTLY NEEDED. Good salary.
He or she must be over 18 years old. Interested applicants should
email bendaton@live.com.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Community Spotlight
By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Deana Bacon Mobley
Wife/Mother, Community Resource Specialist, Choir Member

To her siblings, Deana Bacon
Mobley is the baby of the bunch.
There are four of them, one brother
and three sisters. She often reminisces about the fun-times they
shared as they were growing up on
15th Ave. S., just a block or so from
Mercy Hospital, her birthplace.
There were cousins, friends, and
foster sisters who shared those
memorable times. Now, however,
she is the wife of her high school
sweetheart and the mother of a son
and a daughter, far from the “baby” image evoked by
her siblings.
“Many folks call me ‘Auntie. My parents and my
sister were foster parents for a number of years. Would
you believe that I am actually doing work that is a lot
similar too what they did? They worked out of our
home, and I work from an office or other places, but it
is still helping children. I am always involved with
children, either through work or church, but I have not
gotten involved with foster parenting. My work is still
challenging,” Mobley related.
Mobley’s job allows her to hold onto the hope that
each encounter will bring a positive result. “The best
part,” she says, “Is encouraging the parents. I
encourage the parents to parent; children need a lot
more than friendship. Children need direction and
guidance. Their peers can be their buddies, but parents
must parent if they want their children to know which
way to go, how to make good decisions. This is
something that I stress when I am counseling a child or
a parent. It is important to keep kids thinking and doing
things that are within the law… wholesome, positive
activities. So parents must be examples for their

children, not participants in doing
what is wrong.”
Although she attended Riviera
Middle School and Northeast High
School she graduated from John F.
Kennedy High School in Richmond,
California, where she lived with her
sister for two years. Agraduate of the
University of South Florida, Mobley
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Interdisciplinary Science. Her first
job after graduation was with the
Pinellas County School Board. For
the past twenty-one years, she has worked for the City
of St. Petersburg in Community Resources. “I feel that
I have been able to make a difference,” Mobley said.
Her community activities include membership in the
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, the Urban League Guild
Community Choir and New Hope Baptist Church. At
New Hope, Mobley is Director of Performing Arts.
With each organization, she spends time working with
children. Her soft, yet commanding voice makes those
who work with her understand that the advice she gives
them is meaningful. “Proverbs 3:5-6 expresses my true
Philosophy,” Mobley said.
During the summer, Mobley and her family are
planning to spend some time with her siblings and their
children. The entire family will go together this year.
Mobley likes to travel and before her daughter went off
to college, they often traveled to visit relatives in Las
Vegas, California, and Chicago. Since her daughter is
away in law school, Mobley flies to Michigan to shop
and spend time with her. Other things planned are
family gatherings, as often as possible. She is married
to Milton Mobley, owner/operator of Sports Cuts
Barber Shop.

17th Annual
‘Dine With Men Who Cook’

ST. PETERSBURG - For
the past 17 years, the members
of Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church have
sponsored an afternoon where
they dined with the men of the
c o m m unity. This e ve nt is
perhaps one of their most prestigious fundraising activities
b e c a us e the event fea ture s
diverse traditional and exotic
dishes prepared by the participating chefs.
Part of the proceeds from
the event will continue to help
fund their Sunday morning
breakfast ministry. For 13 years,
Bethel has been serving free
delicious breakfast to members
of the community who may be

Last year’s event

homeless, unemployed, recently
released from incarceration, etc.
The 17th Annual “Dine with
Men Who Cook” will be held at

the Wildwood Rec. Center this,
Sunday, April 22, from 2:304:30 p.m. Please see our ad on
page five for more information.

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: biography.com and avaduvernay.com

Thelonious Monk

Thelonious
Monk was born
October 10, 1917
in Rocky Mount,
North Carolina.
When he was just
four, his parents,
Barbara and
Thelonious, Sr.,
mo v e d t o N e w
York City, where
he would spend the next five
decades of his life.
Mo n k b e g a n s t u d y i n g
classical piano when he was
eleven but had already shown
some aptitude for the instrument.
“I learned how to read before I
took lessons,” he later recalled.
“You know, watching my sister
practice her lessons over her
shoulder.” By the time Monk
was thirteen, he had won the
weekly amateur competition at
the Apollo Theater so many
times that the management
banned him from re-entering the
contest.
At age seventeen, Monk
dropped out of the esteemed
Stuyvesant High School to
pursue his music career. He
toured with the so-called “Texas
Warhorse,” an evangelist and
faith healer, before assembling a
quartet of his own. Although it
was typical to play for a big band
at this time, Monk preferred a
more intimate work dynamic
that would allow him to experiment with his sound.
In 1 9 4 1 , M o n k b e g a n
working at Minton’s Playhouse
in Harlem, where he joined the
house band and helped develop
the school of jazz known as
bebop. Alongside Charlie Parker
and Dizzy Gillespie, he explored
the fast, jarring, and often improvised styles that would later

become
synonymous with modern
jazz.
Thelonious
Monk’s first known
recording was made
in 1944, when he
worked as a member
of Coleman
Hawkins’s quartet.
Monk didn’t record
under his own name, however,
until 1947, when he played as the
leader of a sextet session for
Blue Note.
Monk made a total of five
Blue Note recordings between
1947 and 1952, including “Criss
Cross” and “Evidence.” These
are generally regarded as the first
works characteristic of Monk’s
un i q u e j a z z s t y l e , w h i c h
embraced percussive playing,
unusual repetitions and
dissonant sounds. As Monk saw
it, “The piano ain’t got no wrong
notes!” Though widespread
recognition was still years away,
Monk had already earned the
regard of his peers as well as
several important critics.
In 1947, Monk married
Nellie Smith, his longtime
sweetheart. They later had two
children, whom they named after
Monk’s parents, Thelonious and
Barbara. In 1952, Monk signed a
contract with Prestige Records,
which yielded pieces like
“Smoke Gets In Your Eyes” and
“Bags’ Groove.”
Be c a u s e M o n k ’s w o r k
continued to be largely overlooked by jazz fans at large,
Prestige sold his contract to
Riverside Records in 1955.
There, he attempted to make his
first two recordings morewidely
accessible, but this effort was
poorly received by critics.

Monk turned a page with his
1956 album, Brilliant Corners,
which is usually considered to be
his first true masterpiece. The
album’s title track made a splash
with its innovative, technically
demanding, and extremely
complex sound, which had to be
edited together from many
separate takes. With the release
of two more Riverside masterworks, Thelonious Himself and
Thelonious Monk with John
Coltrane, Monk finally received
the acclaim he deserved.
In 1957, the Thelonious
Monk Quartet, which included
John Coltrane, began performing
regularly at the Five Spot in New
York. Enjoying huge success,
they went on to tour the United
States and even make some
appearances in Europe. By 1962,
Monk was so popular that he was
given a contract with Columbia
Records, a decidedly more mainstream label than Riverside. In
1964, Monk became one of four
jazz musicians ever to grace the
cover of Time Magazine.
The years that followed
included several overseas tours,
but by the early 1970s, Monk
was ready to retire from the
limelight; save for his 1971
recordings at Black Lion
Records and the occasional
appearance at the Lincoln Center
or Carnegie Hall, Monk spent his
final years living quietly in
seclusion. After battling serious
illness for several years, he
passed away from a stroke in
1982. He has since been
inducted into the Grammy Hall
of Fame, added to the Library of
Congress’s National Recording
Registry, and featured on a
United States postage stamp.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Local Celebrity Uplifts Students

ST. PETERSBURG Local celebrity Famous Kid
Brick offered his encouragement to students at Imagine
School in St. Petersburg last
Friday, April 13. Kid Brick
joined Imagine for their
Second Annual FCAT Pep

Principal, Ms. Angela
Prince posing with
Famous Kid Brick.

Rally that is used to motivate
students to succeed.
Brick informed the crowd
that he was not a good student
with his failing grades, and as a
result he was kicked off the
basketball team. With hard
work and perseverance, and

hi s p aren t s ch an g i n g h i s
school, he graduated with a 3.8
G.P.A.
Famous Kid Brick signed
autographs, passed out posters,
took photos with students as
wel l as p erfo rm ed h i s h i t
single, “I’m On It.”

Dance team, “Imagine That!” posing with Famous Kid Brick.

Local Alumni Chapter
Wins Top Honors

TAMPA - For the third year
in a row, the Gamma Eta
Sigma, Tampa Alumni Chapter
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity
has been named the Model
Ch a p ter of the Yea r, as
well as earning Gold Level
Membership status.
The award came during the
fraternity’s 98th Anniversary
Southern Regional conference
in Biloxi, Miss. The organization also received the honor for
years 2009, 2010 and 2011.
In 2009 the Tampa Chapter
was also awarded the International
Model Chapter of the Year.
During the regional conference, which took place at
the Mississippi Gulf Coast
Convention Center, the Alpha
Beta Gamma Chapter from
University of Tampa won the
F l o ri d a Collegiate Mode l
Chapter of the Year.
Brothers from the Zeta Xi
Chapter from the University of
South Florida won the Silver
Level Membership status.
This year, Brother Philip
H a rri s f r om the Alumni
Chapter was awarded the
Southern Region scholarship to
support his Doctoral degree in

ATTORNEY

continued from front page

C ur r ently he sits as
p re si dent of the F re d C .
Minnis Bar Association, and
was past vice president of the
Pinellas County Trial Lawyers

WELCH

continued from front page

Professionally, he was a
science teacher for the Pinellas
County School District. He
started teaching at 16th Street
Middle School and during the
integration period he was
moved to Azalea Middle.
He is a retired member of
the United States Army’s
Combat Air Patrol Unit, which
provided back up to fighting
troops during the Korean War.
“During the Korean war my
unit backed up the soldiers if
the enemy broke through the
line,” Welch said. “Out of all
the guys I went with, only two
are still living. I came back as
the only survivor from my
unit.” Welch is 81 years young.
He and his wife are celebrating 47 years of marital
bliss. They have one daughter,
Sharon, and one son— Ricardo.
“I have a lovely wife with two

Real Talk Youth
Empowerment Conference

Motto: “Culture For Service and Service For Humanity.”

Business Administration from
Argosy University.
The South ern R eg i o n
consists of more than 4,000
members from Florida,
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi,
and the Bahamas. They hold
high the ideas of Brotherhood,
Scholarship, and Service as
signified in the motto, “Culture
For Service and Service For
Humanity.”
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity,
Inc., an international organization of college and professional
men, was founded at Howard
University in Washington, DC,
in 1914. It is one of the nine
largest predominantly African
Ame rica n Gr eek -l et t ered

organizations.
Phi Beta Sigma boasts
more than 150,000 members,
with 650 chapters throughout
the United States, Europe, and
Afri ca. P ro g ram s o f t h e
Fraternity include Sigma Beta
Clubs (the youth auxiliary for
m al es ), S i g m as Ag ai n s t
Teenage Pregnancy (SATAP),
Sigmas Against Domestic
Abuse (SADA), American
Cancer Society, March of
Dimes and its newest initiative,
a partnership with the Sickle
Cell Disease Association of
America (SCDAA).
F o r m o re i n fo rm at i o n
contact Brother Philip Harris at
(727) 255-1360.

Association. He and his wife
Danielle have no children.
F l y n n ’s g o a l i s t o
transform South St.
Petersburg economically. “I
want to produce more millionaires in South St. Petersburg
than there is in the NFL and
the NBA put together. I am

here to serve,” he added, “and
being 33 years old, the
co m m u n i t y s h o u l d t ak e
advantage of me for the next
33 years or so.”
F o r m o re i n fo rm at i o n ,
ch eck o u t h i s web s i t e at
flynnlawoffices.com, or give
him a call at 727-490-6327.

very loving children, who are
sometimes overprotective,”
Welch states. He also has five
grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren.
Because of his love for
family, community and nation,
Welch authored and published
the book “My Friend the
Lizard.” The book transmits the
message that through living
every day experiences, one can
get to know others and share
love with each other. The
story’s characters are a dog, an
alligator and a lizard. They
share a life experience that ultimately evolves into a special
relationship because they got to
know one another.
Part of the proceeds from
book sales will fund hearing
aids for young people. Welch
has a granddaughter with a
hearing disability.
The book is available on
barnesandnobles.com,
amazon.com and in Haslam’s

Bookstore and Tampa Christian
Supply.
In addition to all that Welch
is involved in, he also serves on
the board of directors for the
Hospice of the Florida
Suncoast, is active with the
Eastern Florida Jurisdiction of
COGIC and is the
Superintendent of the Bartow
District.
Welch also co-founded the
Y M C A’s N e i g h b o r - To Neighbor Christmas Program
and continues to reach out to
the community through Prayer
To wer ’s week l y t u t o ri al
p ro g ram , s u m m er cam p ,
Thanksgiving and Christmas
basket programs, weekly food
distribution and the thrift store.
“My prayer is that more
ministers in the area realize that
God has called them to minister
to all people regardless of their
denomination,” Welch stated.
“Be an asset to the church,
community and the family.”

Bottom Row - Left to Right: India Welch, Tamyia Wright, Kristal Hill, Tatyana Conway,
Jasmine Is ham, Natalie Houston, Darlene McCoy and Laquana Hannah. Top Row Left To Right: Le Zaire Reese, Adrian Anthony, Pastor Derrick Isham and Sylvester Wright.

ST. PETERSBURG - Earth
Mission Ministries and the Childs
Park YMCA will host the 2012
Youth On The Move “REAL
TALK” Youth Empowerment
Conference April 21 – 22. The
event will take place at the Childs
Park YMCA on Saturday, and
Lakewood United Method Church
on Sunday.
The conference is geared
toward youth ages 11-17, and will
address real issues teens deal with
today. There will also be a
workshop session for parents
entitled “REAL TALK, What
Every Parent Should Know and
Understanding Your Credit.”
The first day of the conference
will start at 9 a.m., and will present
”Real TALK” teen topics session, a
step show, musical voice training,
and plenty of food, fun and
education. Special presenters for

the day will be the Honorable
Patrice Moore, the first AfricanAmerican 6th Judicial Circuit
Court Judge and Monique Baker.
Baker will provide “real lessons
learned” regarding incarceration
after serving 20 years.
The second day will begin at 4
p.m. with a display of everything
the enrolled participants learned
the day before. Next, a drama
written by Laquana Hannah
entitled: “REAL TALK – TRUTH
Walk,” will be presented.
“REAL TALK – TRUTH
Walk” will feature Pastor Derrick
Isham, and a teen cast of: Sylvester
Wright, India Welch, LeZaire
Reese, Kristal Hill, Jasmine Isham,
Tamyia Wright, Devonte’ Howard,
Tatyana Conway and Caprece
Thomas. Thomas will also serve as
narrator and mistress of ceremony.
A special presentations during

the production will honor Pastor
Clarence Williams, Greater Mt.
Zion AME Church; Dr. John A.
Evans Sr., Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church; Pastor Curtis L.
Long, New Faith Free Methodist
Church; Rosalyn Connelly, Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Delta
Academy Program and Manitia
Moultrie of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. Youth Development
Foundation AKA Akademy
Program.
The cost for the event is $10
per student, $20 per adult (one free
adult admission with registration
of 10 students.) Sponsorship
opportunities available, and
donations to support the youth of
our community are appreciated.
For more information
please call Dr. Deborah Green
at 727-821-9472 or Deborah
Figgs-Sanders at 727-209-9622.

51 48 17
PICK OF THE WEEK!

138
205
590

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
4-6 5-2
6-1 8-3
7-4 3-5

TUNE IN FOR OUR NEWEST ADDITION TO OUR PROGRAMMING

SMOOTH JAZZ TUESDAY
HEARD EVERY TUESDAY MORNING FROM
10 A.M. TO 2 P.M. WITH RICHARD C. GUESS
RIGHT AFTER THE ST. PETERSBURG POLICE SHOW
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STATE & NATIONAL
Coast Guard Academy To
Honor First Black Grad

BY MICHAEL MELIA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) Since becoming the first African
American to graduate from the
Coast Guard Academy in 1966,
Merle Smith has seen more
diversity among the corps of cadets.
But he says the academy still has
work to do to better reflect the face
of America.
The service academy, which is
honoring Smith with a pioneer
award Sunday, has been getting
pressure from Congress to boost
enrollment of minorities, particularly African Americans, who
account for roughly 5 percent of
incoming cadets.
Smith, 67, said in an interview
that he has been impressed by the
academy’s recruitment efforts.
“We’re not there, but we’ve got
to keep pushing for it,’’he said.
The push to achieve diversity
at the academy in New London
dates back more than 50 years to
the inaugural parade of President
John F. Kennedy, who noted there
wasn’t a single black cadet in the
Coast Guard Academy marching
unit that passed him on
Pennsylvania Avenue. Kennedy
told an aide something ought to be
done about it.
Smith arrived on campus a
year later and, as the son of an
Army colonel, he adapted well to
the military environment and
generally did not feel like an
outsider.
“Every now and then you
would get something that would
happen. Someone would make
some remark somewhere,’’ he said.
“In the main, it was not a situation
that I felt uncomfortable with.’’

After graduating, his Coast
Guard career took him to Vietnam
in 1969, where he commanded a
patrol boat for a year. He became
the first sea-service African
American to be awarded a Bronze
Star. He received a law degree from
George Washington University and
returned to the New London area to
work as an attorney for Electric
Boat, the Groton-based submarine
builder. He also taught law at the
Coast Guard Academy.
Smith is among five people
being honored as part of an annual
event, known as Eclipse Week. The
event began decades ago to support
African Americans in the Coast
Guard community and now
promotes discussion of diversity
across the academy.
The other honorees include
Frances Neal, an African American
food service worker for 25 years
and surrogate mother to many
cadets, and Vice Admiral Manson
K. Brown, an African American
who is commander of the Pacific
area for the Coast Guard and a
former student of Smith’s. Aformer
equal employment opportunity
officer at the academy and a rear
admiral credited with diversity
leadership also will be honored.
The academy has about 1,030
cadets in its four-year program.
Students graduate with a bachelor
of science degree and an obligation
to serve five years in the Coast
Guard.
Academy officials have been
called to report on diversity
numbers to Congress, which has
considered various proposals to
boost black enrollment.
“We’ve taken that to heart,’’
Farias said. “It’s also been a clarifying experience. We know what

Ensign Merle Smith with his
father during Commencement
exercises in 1966.

we’re trying to do.’’
L as t y ear t h e acad em y
launched a leadership program that
invites science and technology
students from historically black
colleges and universities to help
train cadets. The goal is to have
them return to their communities
and share project-based educational
methods in a way that trickles down
to high school and even elementary
school students. The academy also
has started inviting teachers from
diverse communities for training in
the summers, Farias said.
On e o b s t acl e i s l i m i t ed
knowledge about the Coast Guard
in the black community.
“There aren’t that many people
in the African American community
that really encounter the Coast
Guard because it’s not a great
boating community,’’Smith said.
Congressman Elijah
Cummings, a Maryland Democrat
who has pushed for a more diverse
corps of cadets, urged the academy
to continue to prioritize outreach
efforts despite budget pressures.
“The exceptional strides the
Coast Guard Academy has made in
expanding diversity are a testament
to the service’s commitment to
ensuring its officer corps reflects
the nation it serves,’’ Cummings
said.

Solo Chicago Show
For Artist Rashid Johnson

BY CARYN ROUSSEAU
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO (AP) - For more
than a decade, contemporary
artist Rashid Johnson has worked
almost under the radar, turning
out work presented at museums
and coveted by collectors around
the world.
But in the last year, the
Chicago native, whose works
made from everyday objects
explore his own life story as well
as larger issues of black identity,
has garnered high-profile
attention and awards from the art
world. This month he opens his
first major solo exhibition at the
Museum of Contemporary Art in
Chicago.
“A lot of eyes are on him
right now,’’ said Julie Rodrigues
Widholm, curator of “Rashid
Johnson: Message to Our Folks.’’
“He’s an artist who has been
working for 14 years and has
never had a major solo exhibition,’’ she said. “We really felt
because of that absence it was
time.’’
The attention is appreciated,
Johnson said, but he’s more interested in the discourse and

TRAYVON

continued from front page
Also sharing the stage was
Kadiatou Diallo, whose son,
was reaching for his wallet and
ID when he was killed in a hail
of bullets. Four plainclothes
New York police officers fired
41 bullets at the unarmed
Guinean immigrant..
The deaths of Sean Bell
and Amadou Diallo received

dialogue around his work.
“When there’s a giant buzz about
you, you’re the last person to
know,’’ he said during an
interview.
Johnson, who now works in
New York, uses everyday
materials - everything from
books to mirrors to shea butter to
plants - to create sculptures that
reflect his own life story while
exploring the black experience.
In a video on the museum
website, he recalls growing up
“enveloped in this Afrocentric
conversation. We celebrated
Kwanzaa, my mother wore
dashikis.’’ Then “one day they
weren’t
wearing
dashikis
anymore,’’ he said. He uses art
and humor to explore “that transition from Afrocentrism’’ to “your
parents becoming middle-class
soccer moms.’’
Johnson describes himself as
a middle-class black kid growing
up in the Chicago-area, interested
in graffiti, theater and photography. His work, he said, often
times is autobiographical.
“It’s an introduction to
people of a different black experience,’’ Johnson said.
Widholm sees several

widespread publicity, largely
because of the efforts of Al
Sharpton. But there are dozens,
if not hundreds, of Sean Bells
and Amadou Diallos who
remain unknown to the public.
Last Saturday, many of
their parents walked slowly to
the microphone at the NAN
convention to share their
painful stories and grief.
“The only thing that give
us strength is to know that

themes
running
through
Johnson’s work, but focuses on
identity.
“He is making work that is
personal to counteract the expectation of a black artist speaking
for all black artists,’’ she said.
“His references and his work
allude to artists, musicians,
political figures, sports figures,
who in one way or another
stepped outside of tradition.’’
His future, Widholm said, is
bright.
“I’m really excited to see
how his work creates dialogue in
different contexts,’’ she said.
“There’s no limit really to what
he can accomplish artistically.’’
Rashid Johnson

people care and people
continue to support our
struggle,” said Diallo’s mother.
Melanie Campbell, the
executive director and CEO of
the National Coalition on
Black Civic Participation, Inc.,
told convention delegates: “It’s
very critical that we don’t miss
the moment and make sure we
turn this moment into a
movement.”

NEWS FROM AFRICA
Aging Zimbabwe
Leader Reported
In Ill Health

BY FUNGAI MABOREKE

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Zimbabwe’s octogenarian leader
Robert Mugabe has extended a
visit to Singapore where he has
been receiving treatment, reportedly for prostate cancer. The
unconfirmed reports of his demise
were denied by ZANU PF party
officials who called them “lies
meant to destabilize Zimbabwe.”
Precedent for the practice of
denying the death of a national
leader who had actually passed
away was seen most recently in
Malawi where the president died
amidst vigorous claims that he
was alive. Similarly, Nigerian
former president Umaru Musa
Yar’Aadua was confirmed to be
deceased in May 2010 although it
is now believed he died earlier in
the year.
Meanwhile, Mugabe was
recently endorsed by his party as
the presidential candidate for the
next election which he wants held
this year despite strong disagreement from the opposition under
Prime
Minister
Morgan
Tsvangirai who wants to see
reform before polls are held in
2013.
It is widely believed that
President Mugabe has already
hand-picked Defense Minister
Emerson Mnangagwa, also

Malawi Becomes
Second African
Nation With
Woman Prez

BYFUNGAI MABOREKE

Robert Mugabe

known as “the crocodile” a former
head of the notorious Central
Intelligence Organization to take
over.
Elsewhere, the human rights
group Amnesty International
named Zimbabwean activist Jenni
Williams, co-founder of WOZA
(Women of Zimbabwe Arise), as
the recipient of its 2012 Ginetta
Sagan Award at a ceremony in
Washington DC. The women’s
community empowerment
movement was started in 2003 by
Williams and the late Sheba Dube.
The award honors activists
who persevere in their work, often
at great personal risk and sacrifice.
Williams will receive a
$10,000 cash prize in the name of
the late Italian rights activist
Ginetta Sagan.

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Following the sudden death of
Malawi’s President Bingu wa
Mutharika two weeks ago, Vice
President Joyce Banda was
sworn into office, making her the
second female President in
Africa
President Bingu wa
Mutharika died from cardiac
arrest. His death was officially
confirmed after a day of denials
that he had passed.
The new President has
received international and
national awards for her support
of women’s rights. She also
becomes the third most powerful
female politician after Liberian
President Ellen Sirleaf-Johnson
and Nigerian Finance Minister
Ngozi Okonjo-Iwela.
After her swearing-in, Mrs.
Banda began cleaning house,
purging allies of the former
president. “Although we are in
mourning, certain decisions
cannot wait,” Banda told a news
co n feren ce i n t h e cap i t al
Lilongwe, three days after taking
office.
She also announced an
investigation into the mysterious
murder of student activist Robert

President, Malawi

Chasowa. Mutharika’s critics
have accused police of staging a
hit against Chasowa, implicating
former police chief Peter
Mukhito, who was sacked on
Monday.
“As a mother, I feel for my
fellow mother who doesn’t know
what killed her son. I understand
how painful it is, and I will make
sure we find out who killed our
son Chasowa,” Banda said.
She also sacked the head of
the Malawi Broadcasting
Corporation, Bright Malopa,
another Mutharika ally who used
state media to campaign against
her.
The new director general is
Benson Tembo, a veteran broadcaster and former diplomat
whose last posting was as
ambassador to Zimbabwe.

African Gold Miners
With Lung Disease
Join Major Class
Action Suit

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG A class action lawsuit on behalf
of thousands of former miners
who say they contracted
silicosis, a debilitating lung
disease, through negligent health
and safety practices is being
prepared against leading South
African gold mining firms.
Attorney Richard Spoor,
who won a $100 judgment
against a South African
asbestos-mining company in
2003, said he would file class
action papers with the High
Court in Johannesburg “within
the next few months”.
The lawyer told Reuters
news service that some 6,876
plaintiffs from South Africa and
Lesotho, the landlocked
kingdom that provided
hundreds of thousands of
migrant workers to South
Africa’s gold mines over the last
century, had signed up so far.
Plaintiffs in the suit would
be AngloGold Ashanti, Gold
Fields and Harmony Gold South Africa’s three biggest
gold miners - and minor
producer DRD Gold, Spoor
affirmed.
The planned suit has its
roots in a landmark ruling by the
Constitutional Court a year ago

that for the first time allowed
lung-diseased miners to sue
their employers for damages.
Speaking to Reuters
staffer Ed Cropley, over a
dozen former miners in
Lesotho said they had never
received protective gear such
as face-masks in the mines.
“The only safety gear they
gave us was gloves,” said 55year-old Tele Nchaka, who
now makes a living growing
vegetables on a small plot
o u t s i d e L e s o t h o ’s c a p i t a l ,
Maseru. Nchaka was laid off
from Gold Fields’ Kloof mine
in 2008 after 33 years of
service. “We didn’t have
masks. To stop the dust, we
just had old T-shirts that we
used to make wet.”
Nchaka said he and his
colleagues “were never made
aware of the dangers of the
dust.”
At their peak in the 1980s,
South Africa’s gold mines
employed 500,000 people.
Medical research suggests as
many as a third of gold miners
have silicosis.
Gold Fields declined to
comment on either compensation or health and safety
practices.
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Lions QB Happy To Be Healthy For A Change

BY LARRY LAGE

ALLEN PARK, Mich. (AP) Matthew Stafford was hanging out
in Georgia a year ago, recovering
from surgery on his right shoulder
and waiting for the NFL’s labor
problems to end.
The quarterback, his throwing
arm and the league are in much
better shape these days.
“It’s nice to not have to put
myself back together,’’ Stafford
said Monday as he joined his
teammates for their first voluntary
workout of the year to lift weights,
run and throw passes to receivers
without coaches allowed to
observe.
Stafford threw for 5,000-plus
yards and 41 touchdowns last
season to lead Detroit to its first
playoff appearance since the 1999
season. The Lions were able to
keep all the players they wanted,
other than cornerback Eric Wright,
who left to sign with Tampa Bay,
and also kept much of their

coaching staff together.
“We’re building,’’ Stafford
said. “We’re not starting from
scratch.’’
While the Lions are trying to
ride the momentum created last
season, Stafford said coach Jim
Schwartz had an off-the-field
message to deliver during
Monday’s team meeting after two
players were in the news recently.
Defensive tackle Nick Fairley was
arrested earlier this month on a
charge of possessing marijuana
and running back Mikel Leshoure
had marijuana with him during two
traffic stops in less than a month,
according to authorities.
“We’ve come so far, we don’t
want anything to hold us back,’’
Stafford recalled Schwartz telling
the team. “I think everybody
knows that. We’re a mature team.
Obviously, some of the guys that
were having troubles off the field
are younger, but they’ll figure it
out and we’ll be there to help them
along.’’

Stafford said Fairley and
Leshoure didn’t address the team.
The Lions started this week’s
workouts without defensive end
Cliff Avril, who is still hoping to
sign a long-term deal instead of a
one-year contract with the nonexclusive franchise tag. The designation allows other teams to
negotiate with Avril that are
willing to give up a pair of firstround picks to sign him, knowing
the Lions would have the option of
matching the offer.
Linebacker DeAndre Levy and
offensive tackle Corey Hilliard did
work out with teammates after
signing their tenders as restricted
free agents, as did defensive tackle
Sammie Hill even though he
hadn’t signed his tender.
“Everybody is happy to be
back together,’’ Stafford said. “We
finished with a good season last
year and we’re looking to build off
of it for this year.’’
Stafford said he has been
getting in “great shape’’ by training

Matthew Stafford

for several weeks with other NFL
players in Florida. He played in 17
games last season, including a 4541 loss to Green Bay in the wildcard round, after injuries limited
the 2009 No. 1 pick overall to just
13 games combined in his first two
seasons.
How does it make him feel, he
was asked, to not have to answer
so many injury-related questions?
“It’s great, except you just
asked me one,’’ Stafford joked.
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Prince William, Kate
To Welcome Olympic Torch

LONDON (AP) - The Olympic
torch will get a royal welcome at
Buckingham Palace from Prince
William and his wife, the former
Kate Middleton.
Buckingham Palace says the

young royals, joined by Prince
Harry, will be on hand when three
torchbearers carry the flame through
the palace grounds on July 26 _ the
day before the opening ceremony of
the Olympics.

The palace said Tuesday that
Queen Elizabeth II will view the
flame at Windsor Castle on July 10.
The palace added that the 8,000-mile
(13,000-km) torch relay will pass
through four royal residences on its

way to the lighting of the cauldron at
the Olympic Stadium in east London
marking the start of the games.
The queen and her husband,
Prince Philip, will officially open the
games on July 27.

10 Athletes To Watch At The London Olympics

BY STEPHEN WILSON

LONDON (AP) - With
Wednesday marking the 100-day
countdown to the London
Olympics, it’s time to take a look
at some of the athletes who will
stand out on the global stage this
summer.
As London organizers put the
finishing touches on the venues
and city officials prepare for an
invasion of fans, athletes around
the world are training for the big
moment.
From the track to the pool to
the hardwood, here’s a list of 10 to
watch (mindful that some still need
to qualify):
USAIN BOLT: Surprise,
surprise. Any talk of the Olympics
has to start with the flashy
Jamaican sprinter. His performance in Beijing four years ago was
magical gold medals and world
records in the 100 meters, 200
meters and sprint relay. Sure, Bolt
hasn’t been as supernatural for the
past couple of years, but expect
him to peak just in time for the big
show in London. There’s no reason
he can’t win another three golds,
though world records may be too
much to ask. His toughest competition in the 100 and 200 is likely to
come from countryman Yohan
Blake.
MICHAEL PHELPS: After
winning a record eight gold medals
in Beijing, the 26-year-old
American is back for his final big
splash before retirement. With a
career total of 16 medals, Phelps
needs just three more of any color
to become the most decorated
Olympian in any sport. He’s called
his results over the past three years

“horrendous’’ but he was back in
top form at last month’s
Indianapolis meet. U.S. teammate
Ryan Lochte, who won five golds
at the 2011 worlds, is Phelps’ top
rival.
OSCAR PISTORIUS: The
South African double amputee,
who runs on carbon-fiber blades, is
looking to make history by
becoming the first amputee runner
to compete in an Olympics. The
“Blade Runner’’ has already gone
under the 400-meter Olympic
qualifying time of 45.30 seconds
and needs to do it once more at an
international meet to be eligible for
Olympic selection. Pistorius also
plans to run in able-bodied IAAF
events in Europe and the U.S.
ahead of the Olympics. He’ll
compete in the Paralympics, too.
HIROSHI HOKETSU: At the
age of 71, the Japanese equestrian
rider will be the oldest competitor
in London. Hoketsu has qualified
for the individual dressage, riding
a 15-year-old mare called Whisper.
He competed in his first Olympics
in 1964 when he was 23. Hoketsu
was 67 when he competed in
Beijing, finishing ninth in the team
event and 35th in the individual
competition. He still won’t break
the record as the oldest Olympian
ever. That distinction belongs to
Swedish shooter Oscar Swahn,
who was 72 when he won a silver
medal at the 1920 Antwerp Games.
KERRI
WALSH/MISTY
MAY-TREANOR: Beach volleyball will be one of the main attractions in London, with the competition taking place at a temporary
venue in Horse Guards Parade, a
stone’s throw from Downing Street
and Buckingham Palace. No one

will be more in the spotlight than
Walsh and May-Treanor, who won
gold medals in Athens and Beijing
and are favorites for a third title in
London. And, yes, the Americans
will still be wearing the standard
bikini uniforms _ not the more
modest attire approved recently by
the
International
Volleyball
Federation.
CHRIS HOY: Winner of three
gold medals in Beijing, the British
track cyclist is one of the host
nation’s top hopes for glory in the
spectacular new velodrome. The
Scot was knighted Sir Chris by
Queen Elizabeth II in 2009 and
could become Britain’s most
decorated Olympian. The “Real
McHoy’’ is expected to compete in
the keirin and the team sprint, and
possibly the individual sprint. With
a career total of four gold medals
and a silver, Hoy could eclipse
rowing great Steve Redgrave’s
British record of five golds and a
bronze.
NEYMAR: Argentina failed to
qualify for the Olympic football
competition, meaning Lionel
Messi won’t be coming. But Brazil
did qualify and Neymar is the
player to watch. “The Prince’’ is a
prolific goal-scoring striker for
Santos, the Brazilian club which
Pele, “The King,’’ made famous in
the 1960s. The 20-year-old
Neymar has already scored nearly
100 goals for Santos in less than
three seasons. Pele recently called
Neymar the best player in the
world better than 3-time FIFA
player of the year Messi. The
Olympic title is the only significant football competition Brazil
has yet to win.
KEVIN DURANT: It’s hard to

single out any single player from
the star-studded U.S. basketball
team. Kobe, LeBron and D-Wade
are back from the group that won
the 2008 gold medal. So this will
be the chance for Oklahoma City
Thunder forward Durant to show
his Olympic credentials. KD led
the U.S. to gold at the 2010 world
championship, but the Olympic
title is what really matters. Durant,
a two-time NBA scoring leader, is
averaging nearly 28 points per
game this season and should be a
key in the lineup for London.
LIN DAN: Widely considered
the greatest badminton player of
all time, China’s “Super Dan’’ is a
four-time world champion, fivetime All England winner and the
reigning Olympic gold medalist.
Standing in the 29-year-old Lin’s
quest for a second Olympic title
will be his main rival, Lee Chong
Wei of Malaysia. The competition
will be at Wembley Arena. Get
ready for a dose of, you guessed it,
“Lin-Danity.’’
KATIE
TAYLOR:
With
women’s boxing making its
Olympic debut in London, the Irish
fighter is a good bet for gold in the
lightweight
(60kg)
division.
Boxers won’t qualify for the
games until the world championships in China in May, but
chances are Taylor will get
through. She’s a three-time world
champion and picked up the
International Amateur Boxing
Association’s female fighter of the
year award in 2010. By the way,
Taylor will wear traditional boxing
shorts, not a skirt as allowed under
a new amendment to amateur
boxing rules.
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(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Holy Ghost Church of God
Purchased With His Blood, Inc.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

2901 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7:30 p.m.
Thursday Night: W.O.W. “Weapons of Warfare” 7:30 p.m.

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Bishop L.J. Hicks, Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
F riends hip M issionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
“2012 ~ God Never Fails”
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
and 10:45 Sunday School
begins at 9:30.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews, Dr.

John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, Director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a
Ch ri s t- center ed, P eoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching
m i n i str y; with prioritie s

focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to use our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
The Women Ministry event
“HATTITUDE” has been
scheduled for Saturday, May

12, from 10 a.m. to noon. Pray
for the body and leadership.
Obey and delve into God’
Word. Witness to others.
Encourage each other in the
Lord. Remain faithful to the
ministry.
Join them and study how to
be a Powerful Presence for
Christian service. Wear your
biggest, most elegant, funniest
or most comfortable hat.
“Deeper Into God’s Word
We Shall Delve In 2012” II
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org

United for Christ
Freewill Baptist Church

United for Christ invites
you to their Church and
Pastor’s 3rd Anniversary. The
following guest speakers and
churches will be on program.
T h ur s day, A pril 19 –

7 p.m., R everen d Wal t er
Jenkins of Greater Mt. Zion
Friday, April 20 – 7 p.m. –
Pastor Deborah Hill and New
Hope of Glory Ministries
Sunday, April 22 – 11 a.m.,

R ev eren d R o n B ro wn o f
Reach The UnReach Holliness
Church
Sunday, April 22 – 4 p.m. –
Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr. of Mt.
Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

Moore’s Chapel A.M.E. Church

COME ONE - COME ALL
Moore’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church, 3037 Fairfield Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, FL. Rev. James
Cleare, Pastor.
Women’s Day Committee
Spaghetti
Dinner
and
Fellowship. April 21 - 1-3 p.m.,
On the church grounds.
Donation: $7.00 Carry-outs.
Also, drink and dessert extra.

“Showers of Blessing Stay
At Home Tea” Closing services
- April 29, 10:30 a.m. worship
service, bring our blessings and
prayers to us. Presented by: The
Daisy Pierce/Fannie Williams
Women’s Missionary Society
Save These Dates
88th Church Anniversary
Celebration Weekend, May 26 Saturday, 11 a.m. Family Fun

and Picnic.
Church Open House with
Praise and Worship, May 27 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. Worship
Service. Our Theme: A New
Season: God is Doing More at
Moore’s Chapel
For more information about
these events contact: Sis.
Simmons at mooreschapelame
church@yahoo.com

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming Events for the
Month of April 2012

April 19 - One Church One
Child Foster Heart Link
Orientation Class 6-9 p.m.
April 22 - The Annual
General Mission “Red and
White” Fellowship at 4 p.m.
April 23 - The PIZZA
Ministry. All children are
welcome from 6-8 p.m.
April 25-28 - Congress No.
2-Hosted by St. John First
Baptist in Palmetto, FL
April 26 - One Church One
Child Heart Link Orientation
Class-6-9 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited

to come out and study the Bible
with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring from 4:30-6:00 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7
p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
April 20th - Our Couple’s
Ministry will meet at 7:00 p.m.
in the youth fellowship hall.
Topic: How to use God’s GPS
for Your Marriage.
April 22 – Sunday worship
services 7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m.,
Sunday School at 9.
April 24 – The Women’s
Ministry will meet, 6:30–8 p.m.
in the youth chapel. Topic:
Stepping from Behind the Veil,
a powerful series of inspiration
and spiritual growth.
April 25 – Join us for bible
study. Our noon lunchtime
session is a 30-minute study of
the Daily Word; and at 7 p.m.,
we have an in-depth interactive
discussion on the sermon from
the previous Sunday.
April 27–28 – Our Health
and Wellness Ministry will host

a Relay for Life team. Walker
registration will be each Sunday
after both services, or you may
register on-line at www.relayforlife.org/southstpetersburgfl.
May 3 – National Day of
Prayer a community prayer
service will take place at Gibbs
High School. The program
begins at 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry – Unite with
men rooted in the word. Join
the Men of Zion every 3rd
Thursday at 7 p.m., in the Youth
Chapel.
Children
and
Youth
Ministries – If you are looking
for social outlets for your youth
ages 6 – 18, our Boy and Girl
Scouts meet every first, third,
and fifth Monday at 6:30 p.m.
Kids can also enrich their
musical talents by joining our
Community Marching Band
and Flag Corp, under the
direction of Deon Bryant.
Contact the church at 894-4311

for more information.
CALLING ALL MEN OF
ZION – We are looking for men
to sing in the “Mother’s Day”
Choir, Sunday, May 13.
Rehearsals: Tuesday’s at 6:45
p.m., in the main sanctuary.
Mt. Zion Human Services –
Summer Youth Intern Program.
For applications call 727-8220443 or visit the Human
Services office. Ages 16 – 21 –
application deadline is May 7th.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Check-out the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by
following
us
on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today
today! www.MZProgressive.org
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

“12For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword
and pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints and (their) marrow,
and (is) able to discern thoughts and intentions of (the) heart. 13And there is not a creation
that is not manifest to his sight, but all things are naked and openly exposed
to the eyes of him with whom we have an accounting.”
Hebrews 4:12-13
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Academy Prep
Students
Discover their
Fortes in
Enrichment
Activities

The foundation of an Academy Prep education is built upon rigorous
academics coupled with exciting enrichment activities. The Enrichment
Program gives students the opportunity to experience a plethora of activities
such as athletics, guitar, dance, and video production. As Academy Prep
students find the Enrichment activities they enjoy, they consistently gain
confidence, thrive, and excel.
A current 6th grader, Camryn, has recently enjoyed success in two different
Enrichment activities, basketball and karate. All of Camryn’s diligence in
practicing her shot on the basketball court paid off, as she won first place at the
Knights of Columbus Free-throw Contest at the Council, District and Regional
levels. She was then asked to compete at the State level in Kissimmee, where
she placed 3rd in the entire state of Florida!
Camryn also competed in a Karate Tournament at the American Karate
School in St. Petersburg. Camryn placed 2nd in her category. Fellow Academy
Prep 6th grader Rayona also competed in that tournament, and came in first
place! Both girls have amazing trophies to show for all their hard work and
look forward to future tournaments as they continue to seek more belts.
Members of the Academy Prep track team earned top honors as well. Two
8th graders, Martavien and Julandis both qualified for the Middle School State
Championship Track Meet in the high jump. Julandis broke his own record,
clearing 5 feet. Martavien also set a personal best, jumping 5 feet 3 inches. We
wish them luck as they compete in the State Championship at Clearwater
Calvary Christian on May 5!
Academy Prep is proud to offer students these opportunities to explore
different activities through the Enrichment program, providing them the
chance to hone in on talents, cultivate lasting interests, and experience success.
The Enrichment program is vital in creating the confident, poised, and
efficacious students who are lifelong members of the Academy Prep family.

